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Cooperative Fire Protection - State Fire Assistance

An im portantelem entofthe NationalFire Plan isthe coordination offederal,state,tribal,and localfire organizations to
prevent,prepare for,and m anage wildland fire across the landscape.

The State Fire Assistance program  provides financialand technicalsupportdirectlyto the state forestfire protection
organizations to enhance the firefighting capacityofstate,local,and ruralorganization.The Program  also supports
com m unitybased hazard m itigation and an expanded nationalpublicservice fire prevention program . State and local
m atching funds leverage the federalinvestm entforcost-effective results. The ForestService has an allocation ofover
$81 m illion in NationalFire Plan and base program  funding forthe State Fire Assistance program .

Program  Elem ents

● Preparedness -Increases the abilityoflocal,rural,and state organizations to provide coordinated fire protection
and m obilization forfire suppression on both federaland non-federallands.

● Hazard M itigation -Supportsstate-led hazard m itigation activities in the wildland urban interface,focused on
reducing propertyloss,decreasing fuelshazards,and increasing publicawareness and citizen-driven solutions 
in ruralcom m unities.

● Fire Prevention -Deliversa nationwide fire prevention program  through publicservice advertising,educational
activities,productlicensing,and corporate partnerships. The Sm okey Bearprogram  ispartofthiscom ponent,
and FIREW ISE isanotherprevention com ponent. FIREW ISE isa program  thatprom otes wildland fire safetyin
the interface and fosterscom m unity-based responsibilitythrough adulteducation,com m unityaction planning,
fuelstreatm ents,and landscaping. Twenty-fourFIREW ISE workshops forcom m unityand business leaderswill
be conducted overa three-yearperiod. Participantswillworkto establish localFIREW ISE standards to ensure a
saferplace forpeople to live. The firsttwelve workshops trained 953 participantsfrom  425 com m unities and 45
states.

FY 2002

● Allocations thatrecognize riskand need are established forallfunds through a cooperative process with the
NationalAssociation ofState Foresters.

● In FY 2002 Preparedness funds willaid in fire readiness capabilityto enhance state and local
organizations’effortsto m eettheirlocaljurisdictionalresponsibilities. Preparedness includes funding for
availabilityofresources,projectplanning,and training and equipm entforpersonnel.

● Hazard m itigation projectswillbe funded through a com petitive process and fallinto three categories:
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hazardous fuelsreduction,inform ation and education program s targeting m itigation and prevention,and
riskreduction and hazard m itigation forhom eownersand theircom m unities.States are expected to
reach over3,000 com m unities in 2002.


